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LET US HAVE A REAL NAVY OR
NONE AT ALL

In its naval preparedness pro-
gram  the Administration ignorcs
the war's one distinct lesson. It is

that
must be superior to
is, for war purposes,

Weak armies may continue for a
long time unequal strugeles with
strong armies. Armies vithout ade-
nuate artillery can dig themselves
into trenches for some sort of re-

either one belligerent navy
another's or it
no navy at all.

gistance against numerous and
heavy guns. KEven armies without
eufficient or suitable  -ommunition

can take care of themselves after a
fashion until they are sujplied with
what they need. Then they can
come back; they can turn the tables
an the enemy. All this we have
seen not only in Franee and in
Flanders, but in Russia. We look
to see it again in the Balkans.

But in sea battle the ship’s first
chance is, if it i8 overmatched, the
ghip’s last chanee. So it is with
squadrons amnd fleete. So it is with
whole navies, The fight is over in a
few minutes, with the lesser sea
power sunk to the wvcean's bottom
and its crews exterminated, with the
greater sea power scarcely scratch-
ed, its crews enduring nol much
more danger or hardship than at
peaceful target praectice.

Now what is a superior navy 7 It
in the navy whose units, ship for
ship, can steam faster, throw wmore
metal and throw it further than the
enemy can.

If a ship is inferior in speed to
the enemy’s weaker sh'p it can
never catch the other to beat it. 1f
a ship is inferior in speed to the
enemy’s stronger ship, it can never
ercape.

If a ship ean't shoot as far as the
enemy's ship it will be hlown out of
the water by that eneimy's ship be-
fore it can close in to et the range
nf the other.

If a ship can both steam as fast
and shoot as far as the enemy's it
still will be put out of wetion in bricef
ovder by the other when the enemy
throws more and heavier metal in a
given number of minutes,

Every nuval action of _his war has
heen  sctiled on  theme  prineciples,
which are as absolute as the law of
gravits ——has been seltlad in a jifty
and the overwhelming defeat
of the ships, squadrons ond fleeis

with

deficrent in speed, ranvee and weight
ol and with the massacre of
Lheii

\nil immutahle law of
thosze principles the Austro-German
navies inday do nol exist as fight-
i power on any open water of the
alobe, do not exist, in fact, as any-
thing  except  helpless  machinery
must hide within the shelter
af harbors guarded from the enemy's
fleet by mines and by forts,

But if Germany's navy is a fragile
tny Lo be smashed by Great Britain’s
sea power in a few minutes of gun-
play il ever they get together, so is
our navy now, so would he the navy
which the Administration plans a
lke toy to the German battle fleet.

Here is both the meaning of the
Hewey hoard's demand for a navy
enual to the best and the Tatal flaw
the Administration’s naval plan.

IT we are not going to hive a navy
that can sail out and hght and beat

mel il
e,

hv the

which

an enemy, then we might as well
have no navy. If we are not ~oing
tn have a pavy that we need not

lock up for safekeeping behind the
iuns of harbor fortresses, then we
might as well save the money.

And as for the Dewey board's de-
mand for a navy equal to the best,
we do not take it that this refers
Great  Britain. With our far-
stretched seaboards on the Atlantie,
the Pacific, and the Gulf, we could
never hope to build and maintain
the countless warships needed to
give them such protection the
Rritish navy gives to the eompact
Unmited Kingdom., Aside from
many  mutual interests amd senti-
ments which are a natural guarantee
of peace with Great Britain, there is,
maoreover, Canadu, along our north-
horder, to i constant
hostage against war from the United
Kinedom.
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cin serve us

there are no such considera-
tioms in respect of Germany, There
are nons in respect of Japan. There
are respect other greal
with which ray become
cmibroiled through no fault of ours,
but yione the less desperately,
Apainst of these we shall
never navy so vast that it
could palice safely, merely as a home
guard, our many thousand miles of
coast.  All that we shall need will
be a navy which, steaming faster,
shooting further and throwing more
metal, can meet the enemy hun-
dreds of leagues out at sea, sink his
thips where we catch them, end his
paval power then and there, and,

e i ol

nowers we

any
need a

off the Seven Seas exactly as the
British have done with Germany.
That is all we need, but it is the very
least that we should have,

Either we want a navy for exactly
that sort of life and death work, if
or whenever we must face it, or we
don't want any navy at all. We
don’t need a navy merely to heat up
Mexico or Haiti or some other half-
civilized patch on the Western
Hemisphere. We need and must have,
and, if not from the Democratic
control of our Government, then
from some other, we shall have a
navy that ean hold us safe from
wanton attack—this paper will not
mince the word—by Germany.

“NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS"

Washington as a national bureau
of information is deseribed in a cur-
rent issue of the Survey Magarine.
Many of the facts described thercin,
concerning the valuahle information
to be had for the asking, or for the
payment of a nominal sum, through
the Agricultural or Interior Depart-
mentg, through the Bureau of Fdu-
cation, the Children's Bureau, and
through other departments and
bureaus, are familiar to those who
live in Washington. Bul they need
to be given all possihle publicity ba-
vond Washington’s borders.

One phase of the situntion should
be impressed more fully upon na-
tional organizations whose main nb-
ject is the spreading of propaganda,
or the dissemination of .nformation,
That is, that Washington, by virtue
of gaining this reputation as a na-
tional question bureau, has drawn to
itself some of the foremost organ-
izations of an informative character
in this country.

Here are the headyuarters of
such influential bodies as the Na-
tional Geographic Society, he
American Civie Assoc.ation, the
Carnegie Institution, the Volta
Bureau, the American Institute of
Architects, the American Peace So-
ciety, the Chamber of Commerce of
the United States, and many other
similar  bodies. Washington  ie
being recognized as the appropriate
place for a “national headquarters,”
and the ecivie and trade organiza-
tions of Washington do well to em-
phasize this point.

MORE PAY FOR MARINE BAND

The United States Marine Band is
an institution in Washington. Its
fame has spread beyond the borders
of this country, and known
throughout America, for few visit-
ors Lo the National Capital fail to
attend its summer concerts in the
open air, or its winter concerts at
the Marine Barracks,

Increase of pay for the membérs
of this band is neccssary if it is to
maintain its high musical standards.
In his annual report Maj. Gen.
Gearge Barnett, commandant of the|
Marine Corpe, tells why. Formerly
the band's members were permitted
to supplement their meager Govern-
ment pay by playing at private fune-
tions, But the uniong have protest-
o successfully against this prac-
tice, and now it is hard to get mu-
sicians of merit to enlist in the or.
ganization.

The fact that the band is made up
of enlisted men has given it an ad-
vantage in the rendition of the sort
of music other bands seldom at-
tempt. Rehearsals may be had daily,
while members of private bands
must be paid for rehearsals, and the
rehearsals, accordingly, are not so
frequent. Out of the Marine Band
have come such musicians as Sousa,
Pryor, Herbert, and others of note,
Congress will earn the gratitude of
Washington, us well as of the nation,
by doing its share in helping the
band to maintain its best traditions.
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THE MOTOR INDUSTRY MARVEL

Fvery and then semebody
with a working memovy turns vp
to  remind the of the
wonders of progress; o compare
vesterday with today, last year with
thig wvear; to suggest, no matter
how modestly, that it requires a
goodd deal of imagination to glimpse
the possibilities of a Jdecade hence.
All the while, the man who = a
bull on hiz country and on twen-
tieth-century progress is commonly
viewed as a dangerous speculator,

A leaf from the history of the
aulomobile industry, plucked from
the memory volume of a New York
business man, will point this moral
A Tew years ago the head of the
General Motors Company announced
that he planned to produce 50,000
automobiles in the succeeding veer,
2 hich 1009, He hal the facili-
ties to do it; amd the announcement
of such a huge production affrieht-
et most of the makers «f cars, whe
were sure there would by an unsold
surplus,  They ealeulatid that if one
concern turned out 50,000 cars there
would be no use for others doing any
business at all,

These fearful competitors wen* so
far as to call a confarence in the
effort to reach an agreement to 1e-
strict production. The conference
developed that pretty aearly every-
body was planning a large increase
in  production; the total figured
about 150,000; and the seare in-
creased,

now

country

wWas

following that, drive his oommerﬂe’

The General Molors man only

m—

laughed. He told them that (hey
wouldn't have enough «ars Lo yo
around, and added that "in ten
vears the country will be taking a
million cars a year.”

Then everybody knew
wild.

He wasn't wild; but his facts were
on askew. He promiszed that the
country would, by 1018, take a mil-
lion cars in a yvear. He underesti-
mated the development of the busi-
nesg. The country will turn out a
million ears in 1916, and present in-
dications in the business are that
they will all be sold.

The man who was the country's
most enthusiastic bull on the motor
industry underestimated hopelessly.
The same is true of about every-
thing in this country. A few yecars
ago it was positively announced on
the best authority that the limit of
wheat production had been reached.
It has doubled, approxinately, since
that time, yet the capacity to con-
gume is such that prices are higher,

Go the rounds of industry and it
seems Lo be the rule that business
increnses, not in the writhmetical
ratio of population, but in some-
thing like a geometric ratio. There
is a rule, not yet developed and
demonstrated by any secientist of
economics, that governs this de-
velopment. It ought to be worked
out by some present day Adam
Smith. It might enable people
without imaginations 10 apply plzin
mathematics and get a coneeption of
the rate at which the world is going
forward.

PAN-AMERICAN SCIENTISTS

Not long ago there sat in Wash-
ington a congress of the fiscal ex-
perts of the Western Hemisphere,
called together to consider problems]
peculiar to the New World, though
arising out of Old World conditions.
That gathering directed thought to

a new interdependence of the Amer-
icas among themselves, as well as
to a new set of circumstances dif-

he was

ferentiating them from the older
continents.
The idex that the nations of the

Western Hemisphere have many
things peculiarly in common, and at
the same time are sharply to be dis-
tinguished in interest and institu-
tions from the European system, has
been getting firmly established in
recent time. There was a long pe-
riod when, despite the obvious sim-
ilaritiee among all these new nations
engaged in the same democratic ex-
periment, their very newness com-
pelled them to rely on Europe for
the means necessary to development.
FEurope was the storehouse of sur-
plus capital. The New World need-
ed, and could only get it there.

POSTOFFICE LAWS
FOILING SWINDLERS

—_—

Enforcement of Regulations Are
Giving  More ' Protection
Against False Advertisers.

Striet enforcement of the law is hav-
Ing a deterrent effect upon many pro=
maoters who have hitherto relied upon
schemes to defraud through the malls,
aceording to the annual report of So-
llelter W, H. Lamar, of the Poatoffice
Hepartment,

The mollcitor says: A direct service
of gennine benefit to the public has heen
rendered in eliminating te a large de-
gree the !‘Ivmouln of fraud In the con-
duct of busincas in which the malla
are used. This vesull has been obtained
In two waye: Firat, by a contintance of
the vigllant and ageressgloe campnign o
bar the malls to mall order sawindlers
and frandulent promoters which was
decided upon mt the outsey of this Ad-
minlatration; and, secand, by Co-opera-
tion with associations of publishers and
advertisers, which has resulted in an
unprecedented  ralsing of  advertising
atandards  throughout the country.
There i no doubt that very Iargely
through the cfforts o fthis office a
strong public sentiment has heon de-
veloped In favor of honest advertising
which is shared wmlike by legitimate
busginess and by membera of the general
public,'”

Schemes Less Flavrant.

“Strict enforcement of the fraud or-
der Iaw s having i1s effect,” the Yn-
lHeitor continues, “and schemes now
brought to the atiention of the of'i:>
are not =o flagrantly fraudulent as
those presented durtng the preceding
yvears of the Administiation.

"Another and very striking effect of
the polley of this Administration wiih
respect to fraudulent aperatiot s
through the muils Is that the lead| =
organizations of advertizing muan and
newspaper proprietors throughout
the country have inaugurated and
are now actively carrving oul plana
to ‘clean up' all false and fraudulent
advertiaing, It s strovgly urged by
those behind this movement that 1.
public will have more falth in ndver.
lising matter generally and that I°
will patronize the advertising o t-
umna to a grepter extent when -
vertisements are uniformly honest
and that the standing of the news
papers themeelves will soon be rated
by the character of the adyertipe
mente they carry Many newspape::s
and magseines now make It a rule
1o aceept none hut absolutely clean
and true advertisements, and some
papers aven go <0 far as Lo GUARTANT e
the 1ruth of the representations con
tnined in their advertisements wnd 1o
offer to reimburae anvaone defragd ]
by having placed relinnce upon them.

In New Guises.

The Inttery, however, thrives still |n
new gulaes,  “Phease the repoit ex-
plalns, "are of zuch  Infinlte  * apiet
that their description would be an end-
lese task. They range from the simple
ruffle for smull sumsa to the moa wty-

pendoua entterprises involving hundied
of thovsands of dolldra cach, and, aald
from the Iotters festure, many of the.o
abound In frand Included among the

So there developed an economic
dependence in place of a political |
one; and probably every country in|
Furope that had lost colonies in the
New World found at length that it!
was bhetter off as the economic|
guardian than it had previously heen
as the political. Thus America was

to the destintes of the mother con-
tinent. Inevitably, the eommercia)
intimacy was
steady development

accompanied
of

bv a
intellectual

and social relationships which, he-

cause they were not marred by po-
litical differences, became the more
binding.

Europe's war rudely interfered
with these long-established relution-
ships, The Americas were thrown
as

finance, The lesser countries have

been driven to the United States for

necessaries formerly obtained from

Furope; for credit, cash, and goods. !

Now, in the Pan-American Scientific
Congress, is seen the next eveolution
of this new intimacy; its projection
into the intellectual and
field, where doubtless it will
found to produce even more definite,

sympathetic, and lasting intimacies. |

In this regard the scientific gather-
ine that opens today with delega-

tions from a score and more of
American nations, takes on an 1m-
portance certainly not second to

that of any Pan-American event of
the past.

ple of the irony of it than in the
case of the English ‘nukeeper to
whom has heen awarded £100 and a
Humane Society medal for rescving
geven persons from drovning.  All
of them were of German origin, reg-
istered aliens.  And then o think of
the millions of British soldiers who
are paid to see how manv Germans
they ean kill!

The public, heartily tired of the
squabblings and bickeyings of the
past twe years, will enthusiastically
weleome peace in the bascball world,
Next spring “Play ball!”™ will be
sounded in all its old glory unmarred
by the discords that huave intruded
on the game in the last two vears.
For which all will give vep thanks.

In his speech at the opening of
the reichstag, President Kaempf
sald the Germans have "held all the
territory they have conquered.”
Conquered, Herr Kaempf, is an
ugly word, particularly so on ae-
count of the German rlaim they zre
defending themselves ond onlv oe-
cupying such territory proves
stratlegically necessary,
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4 I
tied by a new and more subtle Imnd'

never before on their own re-|
sources of both neighborship and|

seientific |
be |

We have yet to see 4 hetier exum- |,
[
|
|
|
1

Intter are so.called  bond  Investme)t

rehiemes, home-piirchasing  plans, ened-
leag-chain enterprines, and oiher selling
propositions of Evest  mingp ) aede e

recent stock-oelling scheme involved the
raleing of $12.000 000 <nd provided (o
the distribution of $0.MO §1y prizes In
another the (st grand prize was al.
leged 1o nmonnt ta $012 M0

The aallcitor ealle attentlon 1o the fuct
that the law prohibits the malling of
dunning pestoaras, The time-hopored ine.
atitution, the pesteard dun, &l threises

HOSIERY INDUSTRY
15,6000 AS SILK

‘Despite War Production in Unit-

ed States Is Still in Excel-
lent Shape.

The hiosiers industery of this ¢oun-

fry d= in o g retty sound aad healthy

| eandition Fnye n Fpecial nopmto !
laned by the 1h partment of Commeree
toadus on the growth of the industry
Fhofore and minee the outbhroak of the
Wwn
The reparl iy sinve the v ar start-
ed there has boon B EC-RE INCTERE N
the hosfer prodguction within  the
L nted S1ate and before the  war

there had been 4 steady bettdrment

This nation kes to Weni Seumless
Hoigdlery, sevardinge . to the investigne
tion of the department’'s hureau of
foreign and domest e commercee,

Mo less tlhan M oper o ecent ool L
I vy pnEannfactured here |8 seam-
less,”” the roport says “lLeow oot ot
i faciuy 1= the wmain veason fon
fts position an the market’

The vtudy Just completed by the de-
e it inehuded geventy -thees
cetablishments, loeated  in sixleen
Slies or these mills fifty -five
egined manuafacturing  profits and
| etehteen had losses

Fhat Vvnerwgng giee buving atl hon
is indicated by tigures showine Lhat
gingee 1909 hostery fmports have fallen
of f moare than W nt

The report Lote s therre are rny
tain trade nhvis= cermmn ton the while
| elothing Indnstey,  whileh have  the

| oot on the manufactine and gsale of

hoslery Theso pvily wre canoellntion
returne, and allowances. extra duling,
and speeinl digeonmts, Thes have hean
prevalemt Tor yeavs, nnd ps Lime soes
on they are Increwsing vithe thnu
diminishing AN Boslery manufastuper
complain . aof  the  praetiees it they
| hmve never taken any positive siepa In
fellminate them, the report state

=Myste}'ious Man Hunt
For Local Boy Scouts

| Hov Seouts of Waskinelan wilY en
Sian hunt” an New Yeor Das
faenely little ten his boon ordered
rrae prepared with roape.”

"
el

I

i
i i

From the arders sept ot feom head
guarters the whole affuly seemas ta e
shrouded in mystery, and few deiall.
hipve hean annoveed,

Fivery gcont In the eity has heen o 1
dered o report a1t the terminus of the
Ninth atreet car Vo, Takoma Pari, at
0 a m, awd be prepared to stay with
the khakl elad posse until 8 n, n, The
man ot will st when the ond of
the teall s reached.” and the srours’
auerry 1B supnosed to carry o letter of
greal  Impartan tor then LY Al the
captire, should the scouts be foron's
rr|<-IIL'|| to effect nne oeamnre will b
held  and the Lit'e trogopees L e
vncationed as Lo thelr ob®epvatlons alon g
the trail

~ |Kaiser Wins
Route to Place in Sun

But Seas Remain Shut to Austro-Germans, While Eco-
nomic Distress and'Food Scarcity Are Exerting
Pronounced Pressure—Mason Reviews
Year in War.

By J. W. T. MASON.

NEW YORK, Dee, 27 —Germany han
won the overland pathway to her place
in the sun, s the clore of the fighting
of 1815 merges into the second winter of
the European war, Bul the seas stlll
remain shut to the Austro-tiermans,
and edonomle distress and food searcity
are exeriing a more pronounced pres-
sure for peace in the central empires
than among the other belligerent na-
tione,

The primary cause of the war has
been lost this vear to both of the orig-
inal particlpants, The conflict began
over the |rreconcilable Balkan differ-
ences of Russia and Austria-Hungary.
Kach power wanted to be supreme in
southeastern Burope, ‘The end of the
fighting In 1915 finds Russin held In
check beyond the Halkan border, while
Austrin-Hungary Is playing s minor
military part in Serhla under the direc-
tion of Marshal von Mackensen and the
Germuan general staff, German infla-
ences are now dominant in the Balkans.
The Kalser has wrested the first prize
of the war from the SBlava themsaelves,
and from his own southern ally as well,

From Berlin to Baedad.

Bulzarin‘'s entrunce into the confliet
on the slde of the Germans has been
the year's most hmportant development.
The military consequences which have
followed Bulgaria‘'s action have given to
the Germans a clear rond from Berlin
to Hagdad. The Mesopotamian metrop-
alls has long been marked by German
statesmen ta become the Berlin of the
middle enst and the center of Ger-
many's place In the sun

The vear's eventg having opened for
Gefmany the rear entrance into Bag-
dad. the Kajger must continue to fight

to the point of exhaustion for perma-
nent possession of thia preclous right of
wiy. The Hritish leet can prevent Gier-
many from expanding overseas, but |t
cannot hlock the rond to the new @o-
plre in the east. This ia the dominant
reuson for Germany’'s interest in Bag-
tud

An  Anglo-Indian  expedition, after
twelve monthas' toll northward through
Mesopotamin from the Ferslan gulf, 1s
now trying to enter Hagdad by 'nn-_-
front door. But the Turks under Ger-
mn lendership have thrust the invaders
ninety miles to the south ofy Bagdad.
and the ety at the cloge of 1h€“ Vear
remains safe for the Germans Never-

theleas, during the year's fighting the
Rritish have captured the Garden of
Fden and other territory between the

Tigria and Luphrates rivers, greatly de-
apredl by (Jermans 1f the 1erman
dream of a Germanle rmpire in  the
mididle east Is to coma true, the diatriet

hetween  bBagdad and the Garden of
fden 250 miles to the south, must
either be won by & new military offen-

aive, or purchased in the peace confer-
enee after the WAr

Balkan Odds Favor Germans,

‘The militars developments of the year
make |t that the Russinn béar
will not bhe able ta take his drink of
warm water al the Verainn eulf. snd
itle Jess than a miracle mnusgt now hiap
pen to glve the © zav Constantinopie for
an outlet to Lthe unfrozen reas The
British offort to enter Constantinoples hy
wav of the tallipell peninsula has rail-
during the vear, and Great Britain
reluctant to undertake a mecond
sxperiment in southeastern Fu-
rope Tor Rnzsin’s sake The ensr with
whiteh the Anstra-iermans and Bulza-
rinns have been ahle 'o overrun HAerhbla
apparently har bean diue to Cireat Prit-

certain

e
f& now

cenglly

nin's dizinclination to risk wasting her
atrength in o majlor Balkan offensive
The odds all favor the Germanic allies
in the Halkans becauze of their unim-
peded lines af communication

Pritigh intcvest in the Balkan cam
paten te primarily due 1o dis hearine

Lovrd Kitveh-
dnring
his quie',

on the security of YMgypt.
evivr's visit to the Levant
Intter past of the vear and
retdrn, seem to have created a beller
In Londoen that Paypt s nnt in angy
immeidiate jeopnrvds The Nriti=h now

the |

apparently amve concinded that Egvpt
can he botter do fended alon the Sues
Canal than in the Balkans, The nad- |
vantage of conmmimleation, which the
firrming  noesseas  in the Balkans,
winald pass 1o the British if the Ger-
nans anid Furios swere to attemp! an
affensive by orossing (the desert to ]
the epsit of Sz |
Czar Presses lingland.

She laaslans, hiveever, are trzentlsy
prossing Girest Nritain 1o parsne the
lkan  campalen Mheiwise, thel
Crer will prabably ha the wgrs prin-
il loser e ovwn troop-, walting.
as the sear ends, to invade Bulgaria
by way of  oumania, vcan hardls
prove egual o the tasl, unassiaterd
Fhe Au=troieimans, Rolesrians, anl
Tioaks have  verwainly 00000 men
availluble for Hglhar operation ansd
thic foree midebt posgibly be inereased
1o & imitilon Paguestihvnnlly diffe
eeed of epinion HAYe arizen AMaong
the allles during the vear becausge ol
diverpgent  Baliian mitlioons policien
Thie vconfhicrir:: interests have not
heen teconcilvd in d- tai) as the yeas)
vnds

Tlussian'a defrnt an Her own sail hy
the combinrvd Austro-Hunzariun and
Gicrman woffrnsives this summer was
it sofficient!y doecligive to cavaes the
Chnar by s far A swepajale pedee
cirand Iwilie Nieholas spvead the gront -

ev part of s armiee, and although he

wite pemeved from b= conmmand be-
cuse of the loss of Goliein and the
Viginla defend s, he prevented the
featary oo compelling the Czar to
Eurrerde e Nussian military fall-
o was follgwsd hy the suppression
of the duma, the popular legislative
hiedy, and the cfoumeil of thhe emplre,
il v ral lveisintive  houee
Thie tZary is now poverning by Aat ns
n o ovmplete autoerat, velving neithe)
on the people thomeclves ner on the
s caemie e

Fhe vear has geen no change of tm-
protanee alone the western haltle -
fromt, The Freneh in Chamipnene, and
the Freneh and British in Artods at-

fay

temmptoed develop m
wlffensive darving

sitpultanent
the werelg

T jesl lu=l

. —— el

s Overland

in Heptember, but without success
The viermans lost a few miles of
trenches, but they were able to cheek
the: enemy belore the drives threat-

ened (o compel a general vetirement
toward the German frontier, The
result of the costly  oxperiment

showed that the German trenches are
not Impregnable, but elsa revealed
the fect that the Anglo-French gen-
ernl rtaffs have not solved the proh-
lem of f(ollowing up one succes=ful
attack by another in the face of Ger-
maen onrtillery.

Italy's entrance into the war this
vear hns had disappointing resulta for
Great -Britain, Russia, and France. The
Italians, after seven montha' fighting.
have not gained as much territory as
Austria offered to cede last spring In
exchange for Ttaly's benevolent neutral-
fty. The rincipal factor working
agafnst Ttallan success has been the
superiority which trench warfare gives
to an army on the defonsive. The
Roman government is now facing serl-
ous though subdoped criticlem at home.
Ar the yvear ends, there are reporta that
preasure {8 being exerted In favor of
the return to power of the veleran pro-
German ex-premier, Glollftl.  Ttaly has
slgned  an agreement with the other
memberas of the quadruple entente not
lo make a meparate peace, hut If Signor
Ginlittl were to be made prime min-
ister, he would undoubtedly use his in-
fluence for peace at the ecarllest mo-
ment,

Financial Situation Serious.

The financial sftuation among all the
beiligerents has sieadily grown more
and more serious ms the expenses of
the confllet during the vear have cease-
lessly mounted. The totul dally cost of
the war I8 now about $5.000 000, two-
thirds of which I8 being paid by the
r%uu-irnplr entente, and  one-third by
Germany and her allles. The Hrltish,
who have been most lavish in thelr
payments, have also been the most =in-
cere fn facing the ecritleal monetary
problems of the war Great Britain
nlone among the helligerents has bhegun
to shoulder the financial burden of the
conflict by accepting large war taxes
Flaewhere the war Is prolonged almont
exclusively on borrowed money It =
probable that the exhaustion of golden
bulleta, and the accompanying danger
of economic disaster will be the prin-
cipal determining factors in bringing
the war to an end. '

The food sltuation in Germany and
Austrian-Hungary has become more seri.
ous thia year than ast, but has not
grown sufficlently hazardous to compel
the Ausiro-Germans to acc@nt peace
It is a contributing cause, nevertheless,
to the persistent desire for pewce which
Is more apparent In Germany as the
vear closes than anywhere else,

A nation which will consent to lHve on
half rations indefinitely If 1t s ﬂ::hllnxj
A defensive war, may refuse a long cut
tailment of food If the government has
offensive purposes in view,

As this year's fNighting drew to an end
Dr. von Hethmann-Holweg, the Ger-
man chancellor, declared in the reachs-
tag that Germany was fighting a de-
fenaive war to revent herseif heing
crushed by the alliea But, last Auguyst
bir, Helfferich, the German minister of
finanes, announced also in the reschs.
lag, that Germany's war  expenses
would he paid by an indemnity co. lected
from the enemy. Tha yvear s closing
without any disavowal from Berlin of
Dir. Flelfferich’'s intimation of COnfquest,
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arnw’ Apmocintion Matthew (] Eiters
=chool, 73 p m
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Coanvention, International Vangreas of Anierl.
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One Year Apo Today in the War

American shipping was sent.

pathians

drawn

President Wilson's first note protesting British interference with
Russ'a claimed to have routed two Austrian arnies in

Germany informed the United States that certain American consuls
in Belgium were distasteful to Germany

the Car-

and must be with-

Majority of Increases Were in
Farm Products and Food
Groups.

Despite the cloging of many foreign
markets to Ameriean consumers  and
the incrensed demand created for many
products of Lhis country resullant trom
the Kuropean war, wholesale prices in
the I'nited Stutes, an measured by the
aggregate value in exchange of W rop.
resentative commodities, were nearly |
per cent lower In 1914 than in 1915 This
fact IR Bet forth In a report published
today by the Hureau of Labor Siglis-
tiea of the Department of  labor

In (o groupe eombrised ol
and clothing, fuetl and Hzhting,
nivdl metnl produacts, and  lumber el
puilding mateorials, more than hall or
Lhe  ecommodities  decreased  n pricns
from 18013 to 1694, A majority nf the
artleles which inereased In price nhe-
tween 1010 and 1014 belong ta the tarm
proditcts nnd food groups

it the M0 series of pricos oablained hiv
the burean for the two vears, 122 serien
showed an  Increase  hetween  these
years, 1M showel a decreasae, while nn
change occurred in the case of 64 geries,

Violent Fluctuaticns.,
report shows that violent
ook  place during 1914
of many commodities,

larly food stnffe Comparing the jow-

o5t with the hghest average monthly
priec within the year for those articles

MR
metnin

The
allnns
prices

UL TH T
In the
pariici-

showing a netl increase, it 1a geen that
gRrantlated sugar varled S per cent,
rye, 0 per eent; oplum, 6% per cent,
ahun, o7 per cont) glyeerin, 5 per eont |

wheat in Minneapolls, 35 per cani- con-

raet enrn i Chicago, 52 per cont, and
ols, 31 per cent, O the articles to
which a net deelite in price for the
year 18 reported, cotton in New O

leans shows s variation of 0 per cent
between the highest nand the lowest
average monthly, priee. crude petro
leum, 42 per cont, cottor-seed ojl, 31
per cent; linaaed oll, 26 per cent, and
ngot copper, 24 per cent.

ARMY LEAGUE URGES
CITIZEN SOLDIERY

Compulsory Training for All
Young Men Suggested in
Resolutions.

lLegislation by Congress providing for
compulsnry  enrollment  for military
training of all young men of the age
of eighteen each vear is urged In reso-
lutions adopted by the Army League of

the United Statex, of which Robert
Shaw Oliver, of Washington, (s presj-
dent

The enrcollment of young men of

eighteen will give the army a llst of
9,00 men to draw from, based on cen-
sus returns of 18100 Out of this number,
185,000 cach sear will be urged to volun-
teer for military training. If this full
numher doea not volunteer, the legis.
lation urged by the Army League would
empower the Secretary of War tn fill
the required quota by eonscription
Memberg of Lthe organised militia would
be exempt.

In a statement accompanying the rea-

olutions, (zentral Oliver said.

A careful study of expert opinion
would appear to requlre, far the de-
fense of our overseas possessioms, a
regular army of at least 50,000 men.

such a force, when divided between the
Panama (‘anal zone, Alaska. the Fhil-
ippines, Hawasian Islands. Porto Ricn
ain! other navy bases, conuld hardly be
considered excessive even hy the ex-
treme CHttle army men.'

“The regular army at home would ba
skeletonized to train the cit'zen sol-
dery, and, for that purpose, distributed
in a number of division districts, Kwvery
branch of the mobile army constituting
a division would be included in eacn
of these unit=. Ahout 700 regulara would
be Anviuded in cach district. A ¢com-
plete division would be bullt up in
three vears by enlisting  eoach  vear
about 7.0 yaung men i years old In
cach digtrict. Twenty-five aistricts wouid
then supply a force of 5, 000,

"There woul!! always be 00,000 of the

regserve. This would mean the training
of 167,000 men cach vear, with the colora
and in the =choolse. These men shouin
receijve army pay for that number the
first wvear, twio weelis thae second and
third xenrs, or thirteen months in all

“It 5 hoped that a sufficient number
would volunteer for active sorvice, hut
falling that, the quota required woule
by tilled from the enrolled list in each
etrict

The Iegislation reauired I entirely

w Ithin the constitutions! power of Con-
Brecs

“The eensus of 10 showed there weee
0.0 en of 15 o the | nited States
sa that it seems reasomnhide 1o believy

that onlyv comnparatively few sould have
to he_drawn for compulsory military
woryies '

Church Will Cremate
Evidences of Its Debt

Yt oA cromation s vViee®!

next =gmilas
eating Hguldated debits will
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